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Furman ALUMNI NEWS
82
Richard Cash has announced his 
candidacy for the Republican nomination 
for the U.S. House of Representatives
in South Carolina’s Third Congressional 
District.  A resident of Easley, he is an 
entrepreneur and small-business owner.  
Visit www.sendrichardcash.com.
83
Chuck Ambrose, president of Pfeiffer 
University in Misenheimer, N.C., since 
1998, was among a group of graduate 
school alumni from the University of 
Georgia recognized by the school for their 
contributions to society.  Chuck earned an 
Ed.D. degree in higher education from 
Georgia in 1989.  He serves on numerous 
boards and committees, including the 
North Carolina Zoological Society and 
the National Association of Schools and 
Colleges of the United Methodist Church.  
He has also chaired the NCAA Division II 
President’s Council. 
Soprano Karen Parks, an internationally 
acclaimed vocalist and recording artist,
has been named voice instructor at the 
Greenville County School District’s 
Fine Arts Center.  Visit her Web site,  
www.karenparks.com.
Robert Watson has retired from the 
U.S. Army after 25 years of service and 
is now a defense industry consultant for 
Booz Allen Hamilton in McLean, Va.
MARRIAGE:  Jane Dalton Ostrye 
and Torri Ann Richards, August 8.  
They live in Northwood, N.H.
84
Idella Goodson Glenn, director of 
multicultural affairs at Furman, has earned 
a Ph.D. in educational leadership from 
Clemson University.
C. Stuart Mauney, an attorney with 
Gallivan, White & Boyd, P.A., in Greenville, 
is included in the 2009 list of South 
Carolina Super Lawyers.  The magazine is 
a register of outstanding lawyers who have 
attained a high degree of peer recognition 
and professional achievement.
Bonnie Borshay Sneed and her 
husband, Richard, have moved to Edmond, 
Okla.  Bonnie has been named director of 
choral activities at Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University, and Richard is in his 
second year as a full-time lecturer at the 
University of Central Oklahoma.
MARRIAGE:  Kimberly Braff and Kent 
Igleheart ’85, July 18.  They live in 
Roswell, Ga., where Kent is the town’s 
mayor pro tem. 
87
BIRTH:  Peter and Gail Stedronsky 
Bove, a son, Philip Anthony, April 27, 
Winter Park, Fla.
88
Donna Ledford Tesner, a special 
education teacher at Slater-Marietta 
Elementary School, was recently named 
the Distinguished Reading Teacher of the 
Year by the Greenville County branch of 
the International Reading Association.
ADOPTIONS:  Rex and Stephanie 
Doyle Trevitz, a daughter, Katherine 
Olivia, and a son, Jake Walden, June 29.  
The children are siblings of a child the 
Trevitzes adopted 10 years ago.  Rex and 
Stephanie are foster parents in Lexington 
County, S.C., and have adopted six children 
from foster care.  Stephanie is the lead 
special needs elementary teacher at 
Caughman Road Elementary School.  She 
is a national board-certi!ed teacher and 
works as an exceptional needs specialist 
consultant with attorneys in South 
Carolina.  Rex is a data security analyst 
for BlueCross BlueShield.
89
Jairy Hunter completed a Physician 
Executive MBA from the University of 
Tennessee.  He was also inducted into 
the inaugural class of Fellows in Hospital 
Medicine by the Society of Hospital 
Medicine, the pre-eminent organization 
representing hospitalists in the United 
States.  Jairy is medical director at Coastal 
Inpatient Physicians, a hospitalist group 
at Trident Health System in Charleston, S.C.
Joseph Smith serves as an elder pastor 
at Victory Road Evangelical Free Church 
in Norfolk, Neb.
Roderic Taylor, principal of Dutch Fork 
Middle School in Irmo, S.C., has been 
honored for outstanding performance in 
a two-year training program of the School 
Leadership Institute.  He was one of three 
graduates of the 2009 class who were 
selected to receive the Tenenbaum Award 
from the South Carolina Department 
of Education.  Roderic has been principal 
at Dutch Fork for the past four years.
MARRIAGES:  Daniel Francis 
Blanchard III and Laura Olenik, June 6.  
They live in Charleston, S.C., where Frank 
is an attorney and shareholder with Rosen, 
Rosen & Hagood, LLC, and Laura is a staff 
writer with Select Health of South Carolina.
Margaret “Peg” Boulay and Bruce 
Newhouse, February 14.  They live in 
Eugene, Ore.
90
NEXT REUNION IN 2010
BIRTHS:  Daniel and Marti Clark 
Thomas, twin daughters, Katherine Rose 
and Sarah Margaret, June 2, Charlotte, 
N.C.
91
BIRTHS:  Don and Jennifer Clardy, twins, 
a daughter, Lane Rebecca, and a son, Abe 
Weldon, June 16.  Don is wealth manage-
ment advisor with Clarity Financial in 
Greenville.
SERVICE TO AMERICA HONOREE’S WORK MAKES PEOPLE’S LIVES SAFER ................................
Fran Smith Ligler ’73 of Potomac, Md., was 
one of 30 !nalists for the 2009 Service to 
America Medals, which pay tribute to the 
nation’s federal workforce by recognizing 
individuals who have quietly made signi!cant 
contributions to the country.  She was 
recognized in the Career Achievement 
category.  Honorees are chosen based on 
their commitment and innovation, as well as 
the impact of their work.  The 2009 !nalists 
came from more than 20 federal agencies.
Ligler is a former member of the Furman 
board of trustees.  This article appeared in 
the June 1 issue of The Washington Post as 
part of the newspaper’s “Federal Players” 
series.  Reprinted with permission.
When Fran Ligler joined the 
government in 1986 to work in the !eld 
of biosensors, she never imagined that she 
would stay longer than a few years. 
“Before entering government service, 
I had !ve job offers,” says Ligler.  “So I 
took the one that sounded the most fun — 
working in government.”
More than two decades later, she is still 
in government, where she has invented and 
developed multiple sensor systems to tackle 
real-world problems.  Her most in"uential 
contributions have been with !ber-optic 
biosensors, which detect environmental 
pollutants and hazardous chemicals, and 
"ow immunosensors, which are used to 
detect drugs, explosives and pesticides.
Extensive !eld work has been done 
with Ligler’s sensors to study the detection 
of explosives contamination in groundwater, 
surface water and soil at military bases.  They 
have also been used to diagnose infectious 
diseases, monitor the air for biothreat 
agents, identify pathogens in the food 
supply and support environmental clean-up 
efforts.
As senior scientist for biosensors 
and biomaterials at the Naval Research 
Laboratory (NRL), Ligler leads a group that 
invents and develops portable, automated 
sensors, which work by detecting toxic 
substances at a very low level to warn of 
their presence.  In addition, she builds 
partnerships with other agencies and private 
sector partners to put these sensors to use.
“More than just leading a team, Fran 
inspires people,” says Joel Schnur, former 
division head at the Center for Biomolecular 
Science and Engineering.  He met Ligler 
when he interviewed her more than 20 years 
ago for a position in the new interdisciplinary 
department at the NRL that would focus on 
the self-assembly of biomolecules. 
“I thought this was an interesting 
vision,” says Ligler.  “I could see that this was 
where breakthroughs were happening.  So 
I joined Joel and, after a year, started the 
program in biosensors.”
Ligler is known as someone who 
can bring people together to see projects 
through to completion.  “Fran has 
successfully created a common language 
so that people from different sectors can 
understand each other,” says Banahalli 
Ratna, division head at the Center for 
Biomolecular Science and Engineering.  
“She has put together teams with very 
different backgrounds to work on a central 
goal.”
Ligler holds 24 issued patents and has 
nine pending.  She has also published 169 
refereed journal papers, three books (with 
another forthcoming), 38 chapters and 66 
full-length papers in conference proceedings. 
One of her current projects involves 
developing a blood cell counter that will be 
more affordable and "exible than others 
currently in use.  This device may enable 
scientists to test for diseases from the 
patient’s bedside, instead of having to send 
tests out to a laboratory.
“I love my job for the adventure, 
the continuing exploration into new 
possibilities,” says Ligler.  “I also enjoy the 
opportunity to study scientists — the most 
curious, motivated and uninhibited species 
on the planet!”
Chris Myatt has worked with Ligler 
since 2004 and now has 10 staff members 
at his company, Precision Photonics, 
dedicated to commercializing her sensor 
technology.  “This sensor technology will 
have an enormous impact on medical 
testing,” he explains.  “It will allow patients 
to get test results immediately and get on 
with their lives.”
Ligler’s efforts have enabled countless 
others to develop new devices.  “I have 
demonstrated that it is possible to make 
small, automated sensor systems that have 
inspired others to build upon my work to 
develop tools that are fast, affordable and 
on-the-spot,” she says.
Twenty-three years after entering 
government, Ligler still thinks working 
in government can be fun.  But, more than 
anything, her service proves it can make 
people’s lives safer. 
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2009-10 ALUMNI BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Clare Folio Morris ’83, president; J. Chris Brown ’89, president-elect; Michael L. 
Guynn ’91, vice president; Harriet Arnold Wilburn ’74, past president; Rebecca Ann 
Armacost ’89; Lynn Neely Bailey ’78; N. Staten Bitting, Jr. ’75; Frank W. Blackwell 
’90; John M. Block ’63; Mary Lou Walch Cagle ’69; Bobby E. Church ’78; Paul D. 
Goebel ’63; Shannon Scruby Henderson ’75; L. Yates Johnson, Jr. ’59; Gwinn Earle 
Kneeland ’89; J. Cordell Maddox ’54; James N. Martin ’79; Herman A. Matherson, 
Jr. ’79; Andrew C. Medlyn ’97; Matthew A. Miller ’99; Joseph C. Moon, Jr. ’76; 
William P. Morrow, Jr. ’54; Emmett L. Patrick ’56; Scott W. Raeber ’92; Gordon D. 
Seay ’61; Ellison L. Smith ’89; Leslie L. Smith ’91; Cynthia Black Sparks ’80; Heyward 
M. Sullivan ’59; William N. Turrentine ’64; Connie Gartrell Williams ’74.
Ex-Of!cio and Other Members:  David Shi ’73, president; Michael Gatchell ’91,  
vice president for development; Tom Triplitt ’76, director of Alumni Association; 
Jane Dungan, associate director of Alumni Association; Tina Hayes Ballew ’78, 
associate director of Alumni Association; Andrew Yowler ’10, president, Student 
Alumni Council; Ben Able ’10, president, Association of Furman Students;  
Rick Harris ’10, president, Senior Class.
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